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aortic aneurysm rupture: A single observational study and a
comprehensive review of literature’Dear Editor,
We read this article with great interest.1 The relationship
described in this paper of low atmospheric pressure and increased
incidence of AAA rupture has previously been described.2 More
recently, however, a study found no link between atmospheric
pressure and AAA rupture.3 Similarly studies looking at the effect
of atmospheric pressure on the incidence of aneurysmal subarach-
noid haemorrhage are conﬂicting, with some reporting that a
higher pressure is associated with increased incidence4 and others
reporting no difference at all.5 These conﬂicting studies leave us
with the conclusion that there is no conclusive convincing evidence
that atmospheric pressure can inﬂuence arterial rupture.
There seems to be a general lack of scientiﬁc research investi-
gating the inﬂuence of meteorological factors (such as atmospheric
pressure) on vessels. In our brief research we identiﬁed one such
study, which investigated the effect of atmospheric pressure on cir-
culation parameters. What was interesting is that they identiﬁed a
link between atmospheric pressure and peripheral arterial wall
distensibility. This link was evident only inmen and this association
was stronger in middle-aged than older men.6 The present study
population had a male to female ratio of 7:1 and a mean age of
75. Did they also notice this difference between age, sex and AAA
rupture?
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